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Chriſtian Reader , 


F 


His Sermon was never intended | 
; to peep out of the bounds of a | 
' | popular auditory: The importunity of [ 
g's Friends, who would not otherwiſe be ſa- | 
| tisfied, bath brought it upon the publick, | 
Stage. The Diſcourſe is but ſhort and ||| 
mean for ſo large and ponderous a fub= |( 
| je; but th: ſmalneſs of the Volume may | 
bring it to more hands, and the plain- ||i| 
| es thereof i3 moſt apt and congrueus | | 
A 2 for |(0jj 


for their uſe and benefit , for whom "tis 
chiefly ſent abroad. The poor and un- 
learned,which are alwaies moſt numerous, | 
and who are alſo no leſs concerned in the 
weighty affair of Eternity than others, 

cannot reach or perhaps ſo well under- By 
ſtand the bigger and mgre learned, or o- 
therwiſe more uſeful Treatiſes of this ſub- 
jet that are written : And to ſuch, [ 
hope, the Father of Mercies at leaſt will 
make this haſty ſcrible a Bleſſing; wbich 
z5 theg reat deſire, and ſhallbe the ear- 
neſt prayer of the Author, who is 


Thine in Chriſt 
FT, Bo maln 


thet1 


duty 


2 Cor. 4. 18. the /atter part. 


But the things which are not 


ſeen are eternal. 
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Os O paſs by the Analyſts of this 
/zrm (ag Chapter ; toward the Jatter || 
04 end you have the Apoſtle ac- | 


of his own, and other Apa- 


tos and 1M niſters of the Goſpel's conſtan- | Il 
cy, bo:dneſs, unwearied Ciiigence, and |If 


faichfulneſs in the work of Chriſt, in the 
midſt of the great perils, diltrefſes and ha- 
zards attending them in their courſe. The 
main of their encouragement 1s this, that 


their utmoſt ſufferings and ſorrows in their | 


duty were their high adyantage: They 


quainting us with the reaſon || 


A 3 wor ked I 


(2) 


worked for them a far more exceeding and were 
eternal weight of glory: werſ. 17, This fli&ic 
prize ( he tells us) their hearts were on in In thi 
the contempt of all things here, This they ;# 
would not loſe, whatever they loſt, or ſuf- are 
ier'd in purſuance of it. And that they and < 
were raticnil in this reſolution, he evi- View 
denceth fium the Glory of the prize they the | 
had in ther eye. This is the molt excel- the u 
lent prize, aud infinitely ſufficient to re- port 
celmpence theta for all !offes and affli&ions of th 
befalling them in the due proſecution of it, £10n « 
There 1s no compariſin ketween things the | 
that are ſeen, and things that are not ſeen. whic 
The inviſible concerns of the other world thing 
doas much excell outward and viſib'e con- 2, 
cerrs, a3 Erernity is of more conſequence unſec 
than time. The things that ave ſeen (faith they 
ne) re temporal , Lut The things that ar? will 
vot ſeen are eterncl. ever 
So that the words are a reaſon why the ' all S 
Apoſtles had their hearts ſo fixed on the nifh 
vieflings of the unſeen world, as lightly riod 
wo {et by the moſt terrible diſconragements rhe 
atcending them in pur ſuance of them, The cont 
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(3) 
were eternal; whereas their outward af- 
fligions and miſeries were but temporal. 
In the words there is, 

1. The things ſpoken of : Things which 
are not ſeen ; that is, the inviſible concerns 
and enjoyments which yet are Out of our [lf 
view in the other world; The wercics of | (Rs | 
the Paradiſe of God , and the miſerics of | 'ol 
the unquenchabie fire, which will be the < 
portion of the Jamned. The happy eſtate L. 
of the Bleſſed, and the wretched con 'i- 
tion of the Curſed and condemned beyond 
the borders of time; Theſe are the things | 
which in general the Apoſtie means by {if 
things unſeen. 

2, Here is ſomething affirmed of theſe || 
unſeen things: They are Eternal; that is, || 
they are of everjaſting duration ;- they 
will never have an end, but continue for 
ever and for ever. When this world and 
all Sublunary things are burnt up and va- 
niſh, and all concerns of time have a pe- 
riod ; che happineſs of the Saints, and 
the miſery of the wicked ſhall laſt and 
continue : they ſhall never vaniſh or have 


—— 


«> 


| a period. The Godly ſhall triumph in 
| God's Love, and the wicked weep and 
' how] under God's fury, to the endleſs 
| bounds of eternity, When the ſpace of 


- our poor 2nd ſhallow reckoning, are over, 
the happin: is of the Pious, and the ſor- 
row and p:rplexity of the wicked is ne- 
ver the nearcr a period : ſtil] the Saints 
Joy continues, and till the wickeds ſuf- 
terings continue, and are no nearer end 
Ing *2an at the beginning : Night ard day 
to eternity the Holy ſhall rejoyce and 
triumph ; and night and day to eternity 
the impious ſhail have gnaſhing of teeth, 
and mourn. Unſeen things are eternal, 

From the words thus explained, were 
raiſed "theſe two Dodrines. 

Do@r. 1. The weighty concerns attend- 
ing us in the other world are unſeen, The 
enterialnmene that immortal Souls will 
meet with, when death comes, and hath 
done i** work upon them , we cannot here 
beho: weperceive not the triumphanc 
inF's of the Glox. fied here ; nor do ne per- 


CELIVEC 


million of millions of years, according to | 


"OS WE 


: (s) 


ceive the doieful howlings of the damned | 
here. Tis true, we have ſomething of Ill 
theſe weighty concerns revealed in the || 
Word: but yer they are not within our ſl 
view. We ſee not now the Saints Crowns || 
or Glorious Robes, and we hear not now |ilth | 
their melodious and tranſporting Songs cf it | 
triumph and praiſe, wherewith they are j|h | 
priviledged in the Kingdom of their Fa« |} 
ther ; and we ſee not now the wickeds 
horrour, torments and inſupportable ſauf- ji 
ferings in the Heiliſh Lake: we have only Wi 
the report of theſe things, though it be ih 
an infallible report. And doubtleſs, this i 
is the wain cauſe why Heaven is no more 
prized, and no more vigorouſly puiſueds 
and He!l 1s ro more abhorred, and ſtres 
nuouſfly and diiigently avoided and ſhunned 
by Mortals ; they believe not theſe things, 
becauſe they ſee them not ; had they ſeen 
the happineſs of the Righteous in. God's 
Eternal Kingdom , or the miſery of the 
iwpious, in the Infernal priſon; or had 
they believing apprehenſions o! tin e- 
quivalent to ſenſe ; they could not negle& 
them; 


i 


'them, they could not chooſe but look up- 
| on them, as the Apoitle here doth, as the 
| moſt weighty affair and concerns. 
Dor. 2. The weighty concerns of the 
' unſeen world are eternal, They are not 
fading or vaniſhing, but of never ending 
continuance and duration, The trium- 
phant world's felicity ſhall never have a 
period, and the damned wor'id's miſery 
| ſhall neverexpire. When inn: wmerable years 
' are paſt and gone, the Saints trinmph is 
as far frow a period, as at the beginning; 
and the ſo1.ows and ſufferings of the 
wicked are no nearer expiring than at the 
begineing. 

This laſt is the DoGrine we intend to 
handle; anc in the proſecution thereof, we 
ſhall obſerve this Method. 


I, We fall prove it, | 
2, We thail ſhew what is imply'd in this 
word Frernal, and ſo the weigh ineis of 
Upſecn c ncerns. 
3. Wc ſhall make ſome app ication. 
Furſt, we ſhajl prove rh Cuarine, gore 
| re 


the 
etert 


(7) ll 
the weighty concerns of the unſeen worlif are || 
eternal. And that, Tit | 
1. By Scripture plainly. "Ut | 
2, By induGion from Scripture and ſh | 
Nature. Fl | 
1. We ſhall prove the Dodrine by plain 
Scripture, rMat. 25. ult. Theſe ſhall go 1 
away into everlaſting puniſhment, but the || 
Righteous into life eternal, Here you ſee | 
the rewards of the other world, that all i 
ſhall reap, are ſtyled everiaſting and eter- i 
nal. Dan. 12.2. Mayy of them that ſleep 
is the duſt of the Earth ſhall .wake , ſome \W 
to everlaſting life,and ſome to ſhame and ever- \| 
laſting contempt. Both the reward of the 
Godly and the impious 1s here called Ewver- 
laſting in the unſeen world, . $9 you have 
the Scripture ſpeaking of the Righteous and 
the wicked particu'arly, ard proclaiming 
their reward fo be eternal and everlaſt- 
ing. Thus *tis ſaid the Godly ſeek for | 
Eternal life in the other worid, Rom. 2. 7. 
and, that They are heirs of Eternal life, 
Titus 3,7, and, that They have an Houſe not 
made with hands eternal in the Heavens, 
2 Gor, 


(3) 
2 (or, 5. 1. Andthe Apoſtletells ns, that 
| he therefore cxaured all things for the Elefts 
| ſake, that they may alſo obtain the ſalvation, 
; which is in Jeſus Chriſt, with eternal Glory, 
\ 2 Tims. 2. 10. fo, Heaven 1s called their 
Everlaſting Habitation , Luke 16.9. And 
as the enjayments of the Saints are et=rna'; 
ſo likewiſe are the wiſeries of the wicked, 
They are to be puniſhed with Everlaſting 
' deſtruction from the preſence of the Lord, 
| andthe Glory of hu power, 2 Theſ.1, 9. they 
| are to be caſt into Everlaſting fire, Mat. 
18. $8, or into fire that ſhall zever be 
quenched, and where the worm ateth nit, 
| Markg. 44. Soalſo 'tis ſaid, that they ſhall 
: betormented aay and night for ever, and for 
ever, Rev. 20.10.15. 


2, We ſhall prove the Dodtrine by in- 


dugion from Scripture and Narure. 

IT. The Soul is eternal and dies nor, and 
therefore mult be happy of miſerable tor 
\ ever. This cannot be killed, e Mat. to. 28, 
when it leaveth rhe Body; it doth not 
| fleepor die as the Body doth, Eccileſcr2. 7. 
| and when 'tis again re-united to the Body 
at 


(9) 


at the Reſurre@ion , *ewil! never be ſe- || | 


© 

s parated from it 5 but Body and Soul are | 
k joyned together ar the Reſurre&Gion for |Þf | 
, Everlaſting life, cr Everlaſting ſhame | | 
” ' and contempt, Daz. 12,2. and therefore ||f | 
] they will have an Eternal Exiſtence. At |if 


the ReſurreRion the very Body it ſelf || | 
wi'l be raiſed incorruptib!e 3 Ozr corru- | | 
ption mnſt put on incorruption, 1 Gor.15, 53. 
Though at preſent our Bodies die and moul- 
der to duſt, yet at the Reſurredtion they 
| wil! not be capable of corruption. We 
ſhail then die no more a Natural death, 
' Lake 20.236, And if Body and Soul will 
ive. eernally after the Reſurredion-day, 
they muſt needs be eirherr happy or ml- 
ſerable to erernity; if they have for 
ever an Exiſtence, they muſt needs have 
a felicitous or infelicicous Exiſtence, If 
they do not vaniſh into n>thing, or are 
no” corrupted, kiiled, or ſeparated; then 
they will certainly for cver groan or 
triumph, reJ2yCe Cr mourn. 
2, Erernal rewards are promiſed, or 
threarned :| God doth nor promiſe to ma- 
gnify 
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enify mercy and loving kindneſs to the 
Saints for a [ma!l ſeaſon only, but to E- 
eternitys nor doth he threaten momentany 
lofts or f ufterings only to the wicked and 
impious, but everlaſting. The Righteous 
ſhall ſhine as the Stars for ever and ever, 
Dan. 12. 3. And the wicked have dark- 
neſs. for ever reſerved for them, 2 Peter 
2.17. Believers ſhall never periſh or die, 
Fohn 11, 26. And the Impenitent are to 
be caſt into fire that ſhall never be quench- 
ed, Markg.43. This is the encourage- 
ment that God doth give his People, they 
ſhall have everlaſting joy upon their heads 
ere long: and this is the diſcouragemen:t 
he gives the wicked, they ſhall be puniſhed 
with eternal deſtruRion, or tormented day 
and night for ever an for ever. Oh! 
Heaver wiil have Believers trinmphing in 
it co the utmoſt limits and bounds of Erter- 
nity; for God hath promiſed it to them, 
And Hell will have ungodly Sous and the 
finally impenicent, weeping and gnaſhing 
their teeth in it for ever more: for God 
hath fore-told and rhrearnied it; and he 15 
a 


(11) | 
a true, juſt, and Righteous GOD. \}l 

3, GOD, that is engaged to diſtri- jj; | 
bute theſe Rewards, is eternals he liveth if | 
for ever to ſee the execution of what ever {Fl | 
hath gone out of his mouth. As he was fill 
from everlaſting, ſo he will continue to lf | 
everlaſting. He #nhabits eternity, Iſa. 57. iii | 
I5, The Eternal God is the refuge, com- {i | 
fort and ſalvation of the Saints, Deut.33. ﬀſſ 
27. And the confuſion, diſcomfort and 
and terrour of the impious and wicked. 
If Jehovah himſelf could die, the Saints if 
happineſs would expire, and have a pe- 
riod; and the wickeds and damneds mi- ii 
ſery in Hell would be over: but he; 
living, who hath promiſed and threatned, {| 
and 1s engaged to accompliſh the Saints | 
hopes, and wicked's fears; we way be 
ſure they will laſt for ever. Oh! Gad 
hath no end of dates , Fehowah's age will 
never expire, He is Eternal that hath 
undertaken to priviledg the Pious with 
eternal Life, and reward the Impious with 
eternal Death; therefore unſeen concerns 
w1il be eternal]. 
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4, As God iseternal, ſohe will beeter. 
nally Alſufficient to make good his word. 
As he was Almighty, and Infinire, and 
boundleſs in all perfe@ions from eternity; 
ſo he will remain unto eternity, , From 
everlaſting to everlaſting he is God, Pſ.90. 
2, He willnever deſcend from the Throne, 
or become frail, or unable to execute his 
promiſes or threatnings. He is the eter- 
nal and immortal King, T Tims. 1. 17, He 
is independent for ever, and can perform 
his pleaſure to all eternity, And there- 
fore his Decree and Law touching the end- 
leſs condition of the Righteous and wicked 
will ſtand, Alas! God canas eaſily make 
the Rignreous immortally happy , and the 
impious immortally miſerable, as uphold 
the world and all things therein upon the 
borders of time, He !ives continually 
in the ſame Majeſty, Glory, and Perfe&i- 


ons, that he is inveſted with to this day: 


And he will never have his Omnipotency 
impaired, diminiſhed, or weakned, If God 
were capable to be gethroned, or to be- 
come infirm or weak for the accompliiſh- 


Weis 


(13) | 
ment of his projedts or revealed Will the [l {| 
Al 


b ungodly might hope for an expiration of! 
their ſorrows, and the Righteous night I 

5: fear a period 'of their Joy and Felicity: jt 

1 ” bur God being unchangeable, and immu- Wi 

R tably the ſame to. everlaſting ; the n— tl | 


; of the one, and the fears of the other will 4 

S be vain. } || | 
. 5. God will eternally delight in the 

C happineſs of the Saints, and miſeries of | J 
a the wicked; and therefore both the one 


ery 
þ 2 > 


and the other will be eternal. Touching 
- the Pioas *tis faid, that *tis the Father's 
] 000d pleaſure to give thew a Kingdom, 
C Lake 12. 32. They aie the Perſons, that 
Ee | Fehowah delights to honour : their Glory 
d | js God's Glorv, Fpheſ. 1.12. FESUS 
c 
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CHRIST will come to be plorified in 
them at the Refurredion-day, when he 
ſhall ſer the Crown of Heavenly Felicity 
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5 and magnificency vpon their heads, 2 Theſe || 
y |{ 1,x0. £0 that their Fappineſs and ex» |} 
a altation will be God's Glory, Delight and h 
Fo Rejoycing ; and therefore will be eternal. | 
b 'Twill continve as long as God fhall ll 
1 B delighr || 
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' delight in it, and that will be for ever 

more. Yo likewiſe the miſery of the 
'. wicked (in Hel) will be to the glory of 

God*'s Juſtice and Righteouſneſs 5 and 
therefore will be eternal, even as long as 
God doth continue juſt and righteous, 
which will be for ever. So alſo God 
doth rejoyce in their perdition and de- 
ſtrucion; he laughs at their: calamity, and 
mocks at their diſtreſs, when they are 
remedileſs, Prov. 1, 26. And therefore 
though they ca!l upon him, he will nor 
anſwer them; though they ſeek him early, 
they ſhall not find him, that is, nor mer- 
ciful or gracious to them. He that made 
them ( ſaith rhe Prophet ) will-not have 
mercy on them ; and he that formed them, 
will ſhew them no favour, 1/a. 27. 11. S0 
that you ſee, that both the happineſs of 
the Godly , and miſery of the wicked in 
the other worid , will be God's delight 
and his Glory: and therefore they will 
be eternal. 

6. The Saints cannot forfeit their hap- 


pineſs, and the wicked cannot purchaſe 
or 


44 


ſe 


or make ſatisfaCtion for their Redemprio 
from their miſery in the other world} 
and therefore both will be eternal. 'Tif| 
apparent that in Heaven che Saints are il 
the confirmed Angels, and ſo not capable} 
to be tempted to evill, or to fall from} 
God. Their ſeparated "Souls in Etcrval| | 
Manſions are ſaid to be made perfe&, | 
Hebr. 12.23. And into God-s Paradiſe, i 
which is their glorious Abode and Habi-i 
ration, there entreth nothing that defileth, | 
Rev. 21.27, Whilſt they are in the King- ik | 
dom of their Father, they are under the {| 
fulleſt communications of ſanQifying, and |} 
preventing, and triumphing Grace, Ho- |} | 
lineſs is their element; duty iove and | Nj | 
praiſe to God is their very food and re- |} 
creation 3 and fin is as lothſom, as death 
and the moſt exquiſite mi cries andtorments | 
are tO us. There allo they have no tem- Mil 
pter, and nothing to be a bait or allure- || 
ment to draw them from God: which with | 
the conſideration of their corrobating and || 
confirming Grace doth proclaim, that they | 
cannot ſin, or forfeit the wereies where» |||}: 
B 2 with |; 


(16) 
| with they are priviledg'd: And therefore 
| they will not loſe their happineſs. God 
F will not deprive them of their mercies 
' without cauſe, he will not ſend them from 
; his Triumphanr Kingdom, to which they 
are Heirs, ti]! they cut of? the entail of 
eternal Bleſlings, and that will be never: 
' So that their happineſs muſt needs be eter- 
na!. And then,the wicked will never make 
ſatisfaction in order to their redewption 
from Heil; and therefore their miſcries 
muſt beaiſo cternal. They muſt ſtay there, 
till they have pay'd the utmolt mite they 
are endebred unto Divine Juſtice, Mate. 
&. 26, 3nd that will be for ever more: 
And therefore that expreſſion, Till thou haſt 
pay'd the laſt mite, thou ſhalt not depart 
thence, (ignifies as much as, Thou ſhalt ne- 
ver depart thence, Lake 12.59, Oh! 
all the ſufferings of the damned, even to 
an endleſs eternity will got ſatisfy for 
their {in and diſobedience here. And 'ris 
apparent, they have none <«lſe to ſatisfy 
for them; CHRIST will die no more 
for thew. T here remains 09 more Sacrifice 
for 


(17) 


for ſin, when the price of CHRIS T's; al | | 


Blood is negleed, Oh! the Gadly will. 
not loſe their- happineſs, and. the. —_— 
will never get redemption from Hell ; 

'tis in the Parable , 


ſo that they cannot paſs the one: to the 


other, Lake 16. 26. and therefore their I | 
condition in the other world wiil be Wi} 


eternal. 


7. If the Saints happineſs were not e= A | 


ternal, *rwould much diſcomfort them in 
the other worid; and if the wicked's mi- 
ſery were not eternal, *twould much com- 
fort them, and alleviate their miſeries and 
extremities in the Unſeen world: and 
therefore both are eternal. The Saints 
have fulneſs of joy in God's everlaſting 
Kingdom 3 and therefore have no expeca- 
tion that "twill have an end: And the 
damned have perfe&ion of miſery in the 
Infernal priſon; and therefore hav. no 
hope that their ſorrows will ever have a 
period, Reaſon will tell you, that if 
Triumphant Souls had any apprehenfions 
B 3 that 


There is an Unpalſable | f | 
Gulf between the Glorified and the damned, | | 


ih | 
(IF | 


(13) 
'hat their felicitous eſtate ſhould at length 
| 2Xpire,, it would much abate their plo- 
| rious -peace and tranquillity. And Rea- 
| ſon will alſo tell you, char, if the wicked 
* had any hopes that their ſorrows and ex- 
' quiſite torments ſhould at length ceaſe , 
ic would ſomething at leaſt mitigate their 
infelicity and grief; but this word Eternal 
added to the enjoyments of the Glorified 
filleth them with perfe& Triumph , exclu- 
| dingall penſiveneſs fear and dolour. And 
| the ſame word Eternal or Everlaſting ad- 
| ded to the ſorrows and miſeries of the 
damned makes them moſt exquiſite, and 
' ſets Hell a roaring moſt diſmally. Oh! 
| that the pleaſures of the Saints are for 
ever more, Pſal. 16.171. this makes them 
pleaſures indeed: And that the anguiſh, 
perplexity and extrewities of the damned 
are for ever more , this makes them per- 
fealy dojefu!] indeed. 

3, Nature doth ſeem to evidence this 
Truth, that things unſeen are eternal. The 
very Heathens are taught to believe in 
general that the Good ſhall be eyerlaſcing]y 
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happy, and the wicked everiaſting]y mis j | 
ſerable, in the other world. Not only Ii} | 


the Chriſtians , but the Mahometans; yea, 


_ and the Pagans, that have not unman'd 


themſelves, do hold that after this life Meri 
and Women ſhall live in a felicitous .or 
dolefull condition for ever. The Soul's 
immortality is commonly believed, even 
where Chriſtianity is not known : Nature 
hath diQated this to thoſe t hat never heard 
the Scripture-revelation; and if the Soul 
dies not, it muſt needs be happy or mi- 
ſesable for ever, | 
Now, lay all theſe allegations together, 
and how apparent and undoubted is this 
Docrine, that the weighty concerns of the 
unfeen world are eternal. 

2. We come to ſhew you what is im- 
p:yed in this word (Ezerzal) and ſo the 


_ weightineſs of unſcen concerns: And there 


are three things implied in it, 

1, That the Unſeen concerns of th* 0- 
ther world have continuance or are laſting, 
they are not of ſhort or ſmall duration, 
Our lives here cannot be ſaid to be ere” 
B 4 


(20) 

- nal, becauſe they are bur of ſhort conting- 
' : ance; yea, they are ſaid to flee away as 
Uh a Weaver's ſhuttle, Fob 7.6. and are com- 
' | par'd to a vapour that ſoon vaniſheth: but 


- 1 now the happineſs of Heaven, and the ſuf- 


\ ferings of Hell are more laſting. They 
continue not a Too or a 1000 Years only, 
but many millions of millions of Years: 
When many Ages and Generations of Years 
are paſt and gone, yer {till the Saints feli- 
city and the wicked's miſery and ſorrow 
continuech, When the Saints have been 
inthe KingJom of their Father rriumphigs 
in his love, as long as this World ſhall latt 

or endure; yet they have thouſands of 
Years of the ſame felicity ſtil] behind. And 
when the wicked have been in Hell groan- 
ing, and hideouſly roaring under the moſt 
doleful ſufferings,as long as this World doth 
endure; yet they have millions of Years 
of the ſame miſery, ſorrow, anc ſuffering; 
ſtill behind. Ob! Ercraity doth note not 
2 ſhort or tranſitory ſeaſen, bur a ſpace 
& continuance beyond the /imits of time: 
altyerily, this doth beſpeak unſten rhings, 
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or thechappineſs or miſery of the other 
World, to, be fearfully and dreadiuſly 
weighty 3 ; eſpecially in compariſon of our 
concerns here, thai are all ſhuc up in the þ| 
narrow compaſs aud bounds of a litile | | 
time. Heaven is the Saints, and Hell is the jllþ-| 
wickeds long abode and Nabi ation ; 
whereas our 


very ſhore. 


world are continuing, and not of a ſhore, 
fading, or tranſitory nature, 

2, Eternity waplies continuance allo ij 
without intermiſſion, or any Qiſcontinu. 
ance. *Tis not like the life of mortals that $1; | 
hath a mixture of joy and. ſorrow, or a | 
ſucceſſhon of content and diſcontent :; Þuz I | 
the happineſs of the Saints contirues with- if 
out any intervening intel:igity or forrow; iN, 
And the mifery oi the wicked continues ||! 
in Hell withour the infermixcure- of any. IÞ,; 
jay or coinfort whatſoever, Gh: fo long 1s 
as _— laſts, the Viows will be tri» | 


ON as Eter: aicy laſts, the wicked wili have ||, 


weeping and onaſbing of reeth in the Jn- I 
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tay here is comparatively 
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| an hour or a moment ; they ſhall not grieve 
'* or be ſadned the continuance of the twink« 
', ling of an eye during their abode in the 0- 
', ther World: And the wicked ſhall not re- 
' Joyce an hour or a minute, they ſhall have 
no intermiſſion of their ſorrow or miſery in 
. the other World. The Saints joy will con- 
tinue or laſt without the leaſt mixture of 
orief to allay their happineſs; and the wick- 
eds grief, perplexity and horror will con- 
tinue and laſt without the leaſt mixture of 
Joy or comfort to alleviate their infelicity, 
The Rzch man in Hell is not allow'd a drop 
ofwater to eaſe or refreſh him for a moment's 
ſeaſon, Luke 16. 24, ec. And how much 
' more -onſiderable are unſeen concerns in 
this reſpe@ than all our concerns here ? 
Alas! who is there here that continues in 
a canſtant tenure of happineſs or miſery 
without change, during the dates of their 
vanity in this World ? The molt felicitous 
hath ſome ſorrow mixed with his joy here: 
and the moſt miſerable hath ſome in- 
tervening hours or minutes of reireſhment 
O7 
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or eaſe here : but in Ecernity there 1s no 
change at all. The Saints rejoyce ſtill, and 
zre immiutably triumphing; and the wicked 


. mourn alwaies, and are unchangeably over- 
whelm*'d with diſmal amaz<ment and aſto- 


niſhment. The happineſs of the one is eter- 
ral, and the miſery of the other 15 e:ernal, 
and unchangeably ſo for the leaſt moment. 

3. Eternity notes continuance without any 
period, or length of ſpace without any end: 
nd this completes the Saints joy, and per- 
fets the damneds miſery 1n the other world. 
'Tis not vnly a laſting continuance, and a 
coninuance without intermiſſion, but *tis an 
everlaſting continuance without any final 
diſcontinuance. When the bounds of time, 
yea ren thonſand millions of millions of the 
bounds of time are paſſed over and gone; 
yet rne T: ;vmphs of the Glorified, and the 
roaring ana ſorrows of the damned are no 
1e3r-v endipe than at the beginning. Frer- 
#177 iS a ſpace of continvance immeaſi!- 


rab'e,- and incxprefſibie, yea and inconcet- 


vat. *Tis picured out by a ring or circe, 
Wiiici You may turn round, but canno: tind 


dily 


(24) 
any end in it. And though we might give you 
ſtrange meaſures of Eterzity, yer we ſhall 
fall infigitely ihorc of tuliy meaſuring it: 
we ſha.l only ſet before you one, which 
though common, will belt help you to con- 
ceive of ir, as indeed 1t 15,to be inconcei- 
vable. Syppoſe God ſ{houid make a De- 
cree, ( which he hath nor done, and never 
will do) that if an Angel would take a drop 
of water from the Sea once in a million of 
Years, till he had quice emptied it; that 
then the miſery of the wicked ſhould have 
a period, when theSea is thus quiteemptied, 
ſo thar there remaineth not one drop of wa- 
ter there more : this would bean inconcei- 
vable term of time ; and yet this would be 
nothing unto Eternity. Yea, if we ſhou!d 
add to the drops of water in the Sea, the in- 
numerable piles of graſs in fields, the ſmall 
duſt of the Earth, the particular ſands on 
the Sea-ſhore,the atoms or motes in the Sun, 
the ſmall Jeaves of every tree, the hairs on 
Men and Women's heads, and the Stars in 
the ſpacious Firmament ; that an Angel 
thould take but one of theſe away once 1n a 
miltion 
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(25) 
milion of Years, and when they are ail 
gone With every Jrop of water in the Sea, 
and in a'l Rivers, that then the damned 
ſhould ke releaſed, and be delivered from 
their miteries 5 this wou:d be amwuch more 
inconceivable term of time , and yer all 
would be nothing unto Eternity, Nay fur- 
ther , Suppoſe the condition of their dif- 
charge from thoſe fearful miſeries they groan 
under were ſtrairned thus, that when an 
Angel had thus emptied all the Sea and 
every River, and carried away or removed 
every Pile of oraſs in the ficld , ail the duſt 
in the _—_ the ſand-on the Sea- ſhore, the 
atoms in the Sun, the ſmal leaves of every 
tree Or —_ r,he hairs of Men and Women's 
heads, and all the Scars of the Firmamentr, 
by taking away only one once In a militon 
of Years:that ihcn ar theexpiration of this 
term of time, only one of the damned ſhould 
be redeemed and re.caſed from their dread- 
ful miſeries and torrows; and ſo allow 
them all ons af er 330 her ſucceſſively the 
ſame priviſedo, as fucn as the Angel had 
oofiwandr6 1s ali particularly for 
eact1 
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each of them : This would be an inconcei- 


vable term of time 3 and yet all would be 


delivered at laſt, Hell would be emptied 
of all its inhabitants ac Jaſt : but now, when 


all this ſpace of time is over and gane, Eter- 


nity is no nearer ending, than it was at the 
very beginning of the Saints entrance into 
Heaven, or the wickeds entrance into 
Hell. When al! theſe Years are paſt and 
expired, theSints haveas many more; yea, 
ren thouſand times as many More t0 rejoyce 
and triumph in, And the wicked have as 
many more; yca,ten thouſand times as many 
more to weep,and how]J,and to be miſerable 
in.Ol, E£rernitz/who can conceive the length 
thereof? Finite Creatures cannot compre- 
hend it: when you think the utmolt you 
can, Eternity runs quire beyond your 
:houghts, and much more beyond your ut- 
molt expreſſions. Oh! this comforts the 
Saints to purpoſe in theTriumphant world, 
that their happineſs 1severlaſting, and wil 
never, never end, expire, or have a pertud: 
And this makes helliſh inhabicants roar to 
purpoſe, and fi]i's them with horror, un- 
ſeakable 


' Which will bee 3. By way of Dehorration, | 


a dream. Oh! whether ve are miſerable or ||; 


(27) | 
ſpeakable confuſion and amazement, that /| 
their miſery will be everlaſting, even fo y} 
the urmoſt bounds of Eternity, and never 
never end, expire, or have a period. 
3, We come ro make application of this 
Truth , That-the unſeen things of rhe other , 
world are eternal. 
1. By way of Inference. 
2. By way of Examination. {| 
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and Caution, | 
4. By way of Exhortation. 


1. To ſpeak by way of Inference, and || 
ſo many things way be drawn from tl:is Do- |? 
rine for our inſtruction; As, vu 

r. Our concerns of time are certainly, || | 
but trifles and inconſiderable ro unſeen | | 
things. Alas: whar-is time to Eternity? ii! 
and what is 30, or 60, ora 100 Years, the || 
common utmoſt bounds of our abode here, 1}: 
unto Eternity ? 'tis but a flaſh, a vapour or. 'þ, 


felicitous in this world, 1s nothing in com- | 

pariſon of happineſs or wilcry in the other, |; 
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; Mens utmoſt and longeſt day of happineſs 


* - 
—— — —..c = 


here will be quickly at an end; and Mens 
utmoſt and longeſt day of miſery here will 
ery ſpeedily expire : bur Eternity, into 
which ail muſt janch, will never end. What 
2 bubble 1s all ſubJunary glory, and what 
4 vanicy is all fublunary ignominy and dif. 
grace,to the more weighty unſeen concerns 


that are before us ? what are tranſient , fa- 
_ ding, periſhing Riches and wealth,and wha: 


isa ſhort ſeaſon of poverty or want, to the 
Riches of Heaven, or the neceſſities of in- 
digent Souls in Eternity ? Alas! Men pu: 
to0 high a price and value on Creature- 
contents, and are do:ctuily too' proud of 
their earthly felicity; and too much diſcon- 
tented with their temporal afflitions and 
miſeries 2 All concerns here, whether con- 
tenting Or not con:enting , are but things 
that are not- And therefore the Apoſtle tells 
us, It remains,that beth they that have wives 
be as though they had nene, and they that 
weep,as though they wept wot; and they that 
rejoyce, &s though they rejoyced not; and they 
that buy, as though they poſſeſſed net; and they 
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that uſe the world, as not abuſing it , for the ; 
ns faſhion of this worldpaſſeth away, 1 Cor.7.29, || 


1! 32,31. Sorrow and joy here, if rightly con- 

to _ ſideiedwith ttermty,are nothing, or at leaſt lj: 
at much leſs matters than mortals eſteem them; 
at evenihe greateſt feiicity and infelicityupon 8 
if- the borders of rime are poor inconſfiderable i 
ns things , if ſeriouſly weighed and compar'd || 
fa with the Unſeen things of the other world, i 
ar which are eternal. Ll 
he 2, Of what conſequence and weighty ij 
Ne import is the well or 1] improvement of 5k ; 
Its time here ? as time 1s ſpent here, ſo will be *% 
"e- our eternal portion. AS our dales, hours and 

of | Years are husbanded here, will be our re- 

n- | ward forever and for ever. Heaven or Hell 


1d | attend us, the enjoyments whereof are ever- 
N- | laſting, according as we ſow here. As hap- 
gs | pineſs or miſery in this world 1s light, tri- 
Is |- vial and inconſiderable to the weighty un- 
'es | ſeen things that are before us: ſo our judg- 

ment of them is of eternal conſequence, 
at | Time weil ſpent, though it be þut a ſhort 
29 ſeaſon, will be our happy and ever'aſting 
ey -| advantage; and rime 11] ſpeat, though it be 
at very ſhort, will be our detriment and dam- 
C mage: 


(39) 
; mage. Here the Seed of that harvelit of felict- 
| ; [y or miſery that all reap in the other world 
; is ſown: You have no wore tine or opportu- 
| nity to provide for your eternal peace, bur 
' Your preſent day of mercy and grace. And 
| the negle& or abuſe of your pretent tranſi» 
. Tory daics or _— wil: everlaſtingly undo 
you. Oh! is nvt to no purpoſe that you 
are called upon to ya, your fime, and 
' prizeevery inch of the Day of grace that is 
before you, and to work whilſt 'tis called 
(to day, ) and not to barden your hearts 
whilſt opportunity laſteth: Alas! an erer- 
nity of joy or ſorrow and miſery depends 
on it. He that aliurcs you to trifle away 
your precious tine , allures you to make 
ſhipwrack oi eternal] mercies, and to ad- 
venture On eternal! wrath, diſtreſs and per- 
plexity. And now dreadful ſhould rem- 
prations to ſuch folly and madneſs be to us? 

3, Sin15no light matrer, for 'tis the ſeed 
of unſeen ſurrow inthe other worid, which 


is eternal ; *is the ſeed of Hell, and the. 


furious rebuke of the infinitely terrible and 
dreadful God for ever and for ever. This 
is little conſidered ty the generality, who 
wallow 


(31) 


t- wallow 1 in it like ſwine as in their element” | 
d lictle do they think, or at leaſt they have no} | 
1- ſtrong convictions, that it prepares neve#|} 
rt. . ending exquiſite and perfea& milery folk 
d chem. Mat erially ſome fins are final matters! 
[ as Adam's eating the forbidden-fruir, or the i! 
© ſpeaking of a vain word, g#c. but formally} 
u and 1n its curſed wages, noching i Sa greaten| il | 
d evil, If ſinners did bur ſee the dolefulij | 
is ſruit chat iniquity bears, they would dreacÞk | 
(6 and abhor it in publick and j in private, a} | 
© they dio extremity of miſery, or Hell it ſe1fhk | 


[- Oh ? how injurious is that which moſt takel{t | 


ls to be their profit and advantage? what dotl if 
y -- the world more hurt finally than fin ? what! | 
G brings the ratiopal Creature under God's)! | 
[- eternal diſpleaſure , but Iniquity ? what: q 
'- | ever content at preſent any have in fin orjj1 
)- wickedneſs, be ſure they will have none it}! 
? the everlaſting my and curſed confe- '' 
d | quentsof it: they will not make light of it]! 
h | when it hath brovghe them under the miſe: io 


e. ries, that are the portion of the Jamnedſ: 

4 for ever. 

O 4. What a dreadful evil! is unbelief |} 

5 | Alas! this is the cauſe of all other ſins: nd} 

7 C 2 : _ 
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{ſens dreadful making light of the weighty 
| ; nſcen t things that are before them, Men 
: i ear that the happineſs and miſery of the 
{ther worid js eternaizand that here we ſow 
; 12r our portion theres but they do nat be 
| teve it,or but ſuperficiallybelieve itzthat is 
he reaſon hy Heaven isneglected, and not 
| ecured, and why its eternal mercies and 
 oyesare flighted; and that is the reaſon 
'vhy Hell and its everlaſting miſeries and 
\/orrows are no more induſtriouſly ſhunned, 
nd that fin the ſeed thereof is no more ab- 
+10rred and lothed. Alas! who could for 
\ Hort periſhing concerns ſlight theſe in- 
:onceivabily weighty concerns of eternity, 
hat did to purpgote believe their certainty, 
Or had through convincing apprehenſions 
pf their verity? Oh! unbelicf is a more com- 
mon malady than Mens profeſſion intimates; 
noſt are unbelievers, and the faith of thoſe 
hat do fincerely believe hath ſome unbelief 
| /mix'd with it ; otherwiſe unſeen things 
' xould have more influence upon them. The 
| Ireat reaſyn, why Believers themſelves are 
| not more the world's wonders in their ſj- 
| pnal and remarkable ſelf-denyal , crucifi- 
. X10N, 
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(33) i 
xion & eſtraugedneſs to the vanities of time} | 
is becauſe their faith is but imperfe& ang] | 
infirm. Alas! the weightineſs of the con 


cerns of Heaven and Hell would cercainlj 
work the greateſt contempt in us of thi 
things here below ; if we were as ſenſiblill 
of it, as ere long we ſhall be. Oh! unbelie/ſ 
is that which undoth che World, keeping 
them from knowing and firmly purſuing che}, 
things of their eternal peace. N! | 
5, What an unſpeakable price is Ghriſt'4j 
Love and Blood? what a ſingular mercy}; | 
and rich advantage ta ſinners is the Redem- | 
ption that Chriſ# hath wrought for us? The 'F þ 
mercies of eternity would never have been{|'; 
our portion, had it not been for Chrift; and} 
eternal miſery perdition and deſtruction 
would certainly have been our portion, had} 
ir not been for Chriſt's appearing for our} 
ſalvation and deliverance. Aﬀrer a few þ | 
daies ſpent upon the borders of time, we 
ſhould all have been the fire- brands of wun- 
quenchable fire, and the vefſels of God's fu- 
rious rebukes to eternity withour remedy, 
had it not been for Chriſt. But C:71/7 peingll 
Incarnated, and having ſatisfied juſtice, and, 
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i urchaſed a Go pel-Covenant, we are now 
| apable of eſcaping everlaſting ſorcow and 
| j <rplexity , and of triumphing eternally 
{1 God's Love and Mercy. And what a 
{1{ch and glorious priviledg is this? how 
jappy are we if we knew , and had wiſc- 
'jom' to Jay hold on the things of our peace 
nd comfort? We may be happy for ever, 
| hrough Chriſt, if we will look about us. 
| £ternal life through Chriſt's Blood is ob- 
\\ainable,if we are not wanting to our ſelves: 
+.4nd thar everlaſting wrath, which we have 
:feſerved will never be our portion, if we 
; Jo but ark our ſelvesin Griff, Oh ! Chrift 
{is the greateſt price that ever was put into 
he hands of mortals; and they are the wiſeſt 
| Men that know is worth , and prize him 
xccording 'y: And they are fools and mad- 
Hen that lightly eſteem and neg'ect him. 

6. The Word and Ordinances of the 
'Goſpel are likewiſe an ineſtim1b's price 
| 1433 our hangs : for theſe hep us 25 acquain= 
| zance with, and ſecurity about tnefe unſcen 
''rancerns. Alas ! notwith{tancing ali that 
| Curift hath done for us, if we bao not the 
| Ford among us,we ſhou'd ererga'ly vitFour 
| weftlon 
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_ forſake not the way of eternal Ceath? And 


(35) it 
queſtion periſh and be undone. How || 
ſhould we ever know the way to Heaven, + 
or an eſcape from the wrath ro come with» - 
out this ? how eaſily would Hell beguile the »,; 
' beſt of us, & cauſe us to make ſhipwrack of "|| | 
oar eternal hopes, and ſow the ſeed of eter» | | 
nal miſery, Fad it not been for this ? Many |; 
poor Heatheps are therefure in a lamen- | 
table condition, that have nothing bur the 
dim light of Nature to help them in this I! 
weighty affair ;- though they know, or have {jþ 
have ſome 1mperfe& or ſuperficial convi- 
tions of another life in the other world, 
where it ſhall go wel] with the Good, and 
ill with the Bad ; yet they do not know the 
way to trve Happineſs. The Pook of Nature 
preacheth not Chriſt or his Recdlceming Love 
to ſinners: multitudes are in darkneſs and 
blindneſs in compariſon of thoſe that are 
priviledged with the *criprure, Littie do 
many that are only under the Tutorage of 
the Lioht of Nature, know of their duty, 
or of their fin; and what wonder is 1: then 
rnat they walk not in the way of Life, or 


NO} that now enjoy the Word and Ordi- 
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nances of the Goſpel, if they ſhould be de. 


; Prived of thei, will be in no ſmall danger 


of loſing their eternal hopes: In a little 


time they may forget thoſe precious truths 


they are acquainted with; or at leaſt the 
conſtant preaching of remptarions, and the 
Spirit of ſeduction may in time wear off the 
impreſſion the Word had formerly made 
upon them. Experience tells us, that the 
frequent preſſing of the ſame truths 1s ne- 
ceſſary to their effeual influence upon the 
hearts of mortals, and to the prevention of 
the frauds and cheats of their Spiritval 
enemies? Without the Word and Ordinances 
of Chriſt Men will not ſow for eternal Life; 
yea, they will certainly ſow the ſeed of e- 
ternal death. And what a mercy doth this 
beſpeak the Word and Ordinances to be? 
And what enemies are they to a people that 
deprive them of theſe mercies, conſidering 
the weightineſs of eternal concerns that are 
before us 7 

7. They arcunworthy of unſeen mercies 
that Nothfully careleſly and indifferently 
Proſecute them : They bid to9 low a price 
for theſe ſtnpendiaus Bleſſings, and jucge 
PHINE 
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themſelves unfit to enjoy theiy, that faincly'| 
or lukewarmly mind them. How righteouſly! 
will they miſs of everlaiting Triuwphs, that 
think it much all the daies of their Vanity jþ 
here to ſweat and Jabour to wake them ſure? if 
And how righteoufly will they be the Veſlels|| 
of erernal miſery, that think not ſalvaiionjj 
from 1t worth their utmoſt endeavours du-,jj 
ring their ſhort abude here? A'as/ that!!] 
there ſhould be any ſo diſivally unreaſo- 0 
nable thus to undervalue Everlaſting con-#j 
cerns ; and yet what more common , gene-| | 
ral or epid:mical malady in the world ?}; 
chough theſe are the moſt weighty atiairz yet! 
they are not at all,or inconſider ably MINCCC 
by the moſt.Moſt ſeek after erernal | Iife,as ! 
it were a matter of ſinal;eſt moment : Mo Ml 
prefer the trivial concerns of time before! 
them. Men's greateſt care and mot con-h 
ſtanc endeavours are abour temporal enjoy - 
ments, what they ſhall eat, or drink, or{| 
wherewith they ſhall be clothed; or bow! 
they ſhall be Great, -or felicitous or happy: | 
here; whereas Eternity is allow'd onlyh-: 
thoſe ſcraps of time & care,that the world orl} | 
their earthly concerns can ſpare. Ol:! ver yz 
fer ff! 
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few live like ſtrangers here in the exerciſe 
of ſelf-denyal and contemp: of Creature- 
{comforts and enjoyments ; *tis but a little 
i/flock that to purpoſe maketh ic the buiſineſs 
i of their daies to work out their ſalvation, 
land make ſure their everlaſting peace and 
(comfort; and how deſervedly then is ever- 
\!iaſting Life entailed and confined only to a 
'Hirtle flock ? If never ending felicity be nor 
/+worth the work and utmoſt diligence of a 
| ifew daies and years, *tis worth nothing: and 
"if ſalvation from Hell and the diſinal mi- 
ſeries there attending the damned for ever 
more be not worth conſtancy in duty, and 
/.futmoſt faithfulneſs during the little ſcaſon 
1 jof mortals abode here, *cis worth nothing. 
'} $8, The Unholyand Ungodly are unmeet 
| jand unfit to dwe!il in Heaven: The enjoy» 
; {ments thereof are ſo much againit their na- 
'+:Cure, that they will ſoon be weary cf them; 
*they cannot endure holy work, or ſuch a 
| holy placea litile while, and much leſs for 
| jever, None but thoſe Ss have Godlinefs 
| ifor their element are meet for the everlaſ(t- 
| }ing mercies of the Paradiſe of God, None 
jetſe will delight to be houſed in that cter- 
| | ral 
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(39) 
nal Dwelling. Thoſe that are encmies to 
holy love, and praiſe and duty to God; 
what ſhould they do there , where there is 
nothing eiſe? Al] that dwell in God's trium- 
phant Kingdom mutt make holineſs their de- 
lightzand this the wicked do not, and there= 
fore are unmeert tor theſe Eternal merctes. 
9. Afttlictions and ſharp providences that 
cauſe us ro mind Unſeen concerns moſt in- 
tegſely and efiodiually are happy dilpenſa- 
tions, Alas! *tis better to weep and groan 
diſinally for a ſmall ſeaſon , than for cver: 
tis better to be in heavineſs and diitrefs 
for a ſhort moment, than to eternity : and 
Heaven's joy beivg ever/aſting wil! certain= 
ly fuily make amends for all our temporal 
ſuficrings how great loever : Though we 


| ſhould |lye in exiremity ofmilery Curing che 
| 3ge of Methuſalah ; 


yet if ail be ſanGified 
to OUr never ending comfort and triump?. 
we ſhall nat(ere long)repent ic, bur call our 
miſeries happy miſeries, and our afiictions 
happy aitiiGions, 

This was that which ſupported and cau- 
ſed our Apoſtle and the reſt of his Brethren 
to r£jo\ce under all the moſt terrible pro- 


videnc es attending them in the exerciſe of 


their 
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their duty and faithfulneſs, that they worked 
for them a far more exceeding and eterna] 
weight of Glory. Yea, all that are bound 
for Heaven are more or leſs the Sons and 


Daughters of ſorrow here : God eftrangeth 


them from the world and irs vanities by 
many ſharp and ſevere tryals here; and yet 
Eternity makes them glad of theſe whole- 
ſom ſeverities, and cauſeth them to bleſs 
God for theſe medicinal and heaithful cor- 
regions. Oh! 'tis happy for the Saints that 
God hedpgeth up their way with thorns, 
that they may not fin againſt hun: *Tis their 
high priviledg, that they have betimes God's 
fatherly ſharp rebukes to preſerve them 
from making ſhipwrack of their eternal 
hopes: Alas! if they did not mourn & weep 
dolefully here, they would be in danger of 
weeping and mourning much more dole- 


. fully to all eternity in Hel!; and that would 


be dreadful iideed, and beſpeak them miſe- 
rable indeed, 

ro, How happy a change will the Pious 
bave, and how diſmai and doleful a change 
will the Impious have, when Death hath 
done its work upon them, or when they 
janch into the other world ? Oh ! how the 
Righteous 
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Righteous will rejoyce,when they are ſen- 
fble of the alteration of their condirion 
for the better to th< utmoſt date of eternity'/ 


. And oh ! how the wicked will be horribly 


amazed, when they are ſenſible of the aitera- 
tion of their condition for the worſe to the 
utmoſt limits and bounds of eternity!When 
the Godly find themſelves landed in the 
Kingdom of their Father, where joys and 
triumphs, glory and inconceivable felicity 
attend them world without end, what a 
rapture of grateful exhilaration will ſeize 
upon them? And when the wicked find 


themſelves thruſt or hurled into the infer- 
- nal priſon, where ſorrow and miſery 1n per- 


tegion muſt be their everlaſting never cea- 
ſing or ending portion; what an overwhelm- 
ing and heart-ſinking flood of anguiſh 
horrour and dreadful amazement will ſeize 
upon them? Oh! how far will the Holy be 


from repenting of their duty and faichful- 
neſs to God and their Souls then, whatever 


hardſhips or extremiti-s they here grapied 
with in purſuance of them ? and how cer- 


- 'ainly and dolefully will the impious and 
finally impenitent repent of their wicked- 
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(42) 
nels, and negleds of CZ RIST andtheir 
Sous then, how highiy ſoever they were 
dignified or priviledged here by it ? they 
wiil both find. eternity preſenting them. 
with ſuch weighty concerns as wil! befpeak 
all creatures,and earthly concerns to be but 
trifizs. The Godly wil be perftealy {c}1- 
citous for ever and for ever: and the wicked 
will be completely and perte&ly miſerable, 
and eternaily 19. 

r1, What a vain conceirt 15 the Doctrine 
of merit and works of Supererogation ? 
Some Papi/fs hoid, that 't15 nor only potli- 
ble for the Religious to werit Heaven for 
themſelves, but alſo for others; bur alas!- 
who can believe it, that doth ſoberiy con- 
fider the weiphtines of thoſe mercies thcy 
ay they merit 2 what proportion 1s there 


rears 


between their work and their wages? | 
what is a few Years holineſs or fervice to 
God to an eternity of Mercy and Glory ? 


Surely 'tis amazing Grace that doth privi- 
ledp the moſt right.ous, holy and pious 
with Heaven's Everlaſting Bleſſings. Tis 
Infinite Mercy that doth reward the ſhort,” 
gite and tranſitory periormances and en- 
deavaurs 
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deavours of the Relipious with never _ 
ing conf; ation and felicity, Epbe. 2 2. 8,9. 
The worth of Chriſt wa ay indeed hence be 
bo ptr? gi really &1d merit theſe 
nal Mercies for us, and upon the account 
of whom theSaiats are heirs of this tupen 
dious Reward : Buralas ! the Saints them 
ſeives are bur finite Creaturcs, and rthetr fer 
vice ang cuty but finite; and between k- 
nitenefs and infiniteneſs there 15 no propor- 
tion. Oh! the beſt of Men cannot meric 
the joyes Of Heaven, tut mult be beholden 
to an interelt 11 amazing Grace for a par- 
ticipation of thum, beca uſe they are Eter- 
nal. Pecfuns of this perſwalion, that their 
works are meritorious of the iInconceivably 
elorious Bleſlings of Erernity, do over- 
vaſue themſeives and duties, and under- 
value the Saints Triumphant and Eternal 
Bleſſings, 

12. God is the beſt Maſter , and the 
worſt enemy : God's love is moſt valuable, 
and his fury and fro: 'ns moſt diſinal. This 
15 he thar can privilede us with never cnd- 
or reward v5 with never enuing 
None can fo well requite their 
tervints 
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ſervants, as God can and will ; and none 
can ſo dreadfully avenge themſelves on 
their enemies,as God can and will. In God's 
favour there 1s eternal life, and in his 
wrath there is nothing bu: «ternal deati). 
Happy are the pcopie that have GOD for 
their God and Friend, for they ſhall be 
felicitous worid without end: and cur. 
ſed are the people that have GOD for 
their rizhteous adverſary , for they wi}] 
be miſerable world wichour end. This 15 
he that can fave or deſtroy for ever, and 
will diſpoſe of us Budy and Soul to etcr- 
nity. Oh! there is none whoſe love can 
thus reward us; and there is none whole 
hatred can thus injure us, as Fehovah's will. 


So much by way of inference from the 
Dottrine. 


2. Toſpeak by way of Examination:Do 
you enquire wherher you are bound for E- 
ternal Life, or Eternal Death ? Will the 
Unſeen things of Heaven or Hell be. your 
never ending portion? have you ſow'd tor 
everlaſting joy or ſorrow for eternal com- 
fort or diſcomfort *Tis certain you muſt 
have 
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have your portion of Unſeen things, which 1 
you hear are eternal : you are all marching if 
roward an everlaſting eſtate, and you do'f 
here ſow the ſeed of an harveſt of rever end- If 
ing and never fading happineſs or miſery: ib 
And are vou not then concerned to conſi- \| 
der what is like to be your portion ?. Oh!} 
Sirs, enquire whether you are the heirs of if 
happineſs or miſery , which ſhall laſt for |} 
ever. Confider whether you are like toll 
triumph, or weep and howl toan endleſs y 
eternity : Conſider whether God will be it 
your Friend, cr your enemy for ever, | 
Really this 15 n0 lighr or contemptible af- 3: ! 
fair ; *ts infinicely more conſiderable than ';; : 
all conceras here below. Be careful theres ! 
fore ro ſearch impartially for ſatisfaGion in !|- | 
this. The vacermainty oi your lives, and the | | 
WEIGHTING #5 of this concern,ſhould Prompt yh 
ou © faithfulneſs, diligence and ſpeed in ;j; 
this enquiry. And indeed what Ngo | 
CORcern have you cM nd? what trifles, a 
Ow trivial are all concerns gs tothis? 
alas! *cis not! ing conſiderable w ha lh" 
you are high or low, iicn er poor, inad- 
verſity or profperity here in compariſon 07 |} 5 
3 vw has ,! * 
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{what ſtiali be your eternal portien. You 
Ware inexpreſſibiy foo!iſh and mad in mind- 
lj! ing any thing here in the neple& cf this 
ll welghty c ncern. 


H 


i Enquire after theſe things following if jou 
would be ſattsfiea, and mot deceived in thu 


"i _ 


'* x. What have you made your buſineſs ? 
[1% Or an hath Þeen the wain bent and aim of 
your Souls during the daies of your vani- 
ty here? what 1s it that all your Under- 
takings and cndeavours are fubordinate 
to? Ts it Heaven, the enjoyment of God in 
Glory : or the contents of time can you 
fay, that you are ſeekers for Glory and Im- 
mortalicy in the main courſe of our lives, 
;f: yea, orno? The gerrrality mind Soul- 
? concert, or what will or (hall become of 
* them forever only by the by;zwhilt worid- 
þ ly or periſhing concerns are moſt minded 
1} and chiefly purſued. Oh ! enquire whether 
this be not your caſe. 
f 2. Are you arrivea beyond the attain- 
| ene of by pocriies in Grace ard Holineſs? 
cm you fay that you are got beyond the 
Pounds 


(47) 
31 bounds of common Grace and Sandifica; 
& tion? have you not merely a common re: q 
is pentance, a common Faith, and a commor| 
love to God, and fear of him, and a comor,!” 
obedience to him? The oenerality among usf 


0s are deceived in this weighty affair by com:!. 
Jus mon Grace, which cauſeth them to think | 
they are che Veſſeis and Heirs of Heaven, 
's ? when chey are not. 
of 3. What delight have you in Holineſs and, | 
w1- duty co God ? is it your meat and drink 7, f) 
ers is it your Element? could you be content- x . 
3te ed withor take pleaſure inan eternal Exer-.t | | 
in ciſe of holy love, duty and praiſe to the): 
ou .. Infinite Jehovah * Alas! what ſhould yOou-!: 


m- do for ever in Glory, if you delight not'y | | 
's, In theſe exerciſes, which will be the eters). 
ul- nal work of Saints in the Kingdom of their. '# 
of Father? Heaven will be no Heaven to you, , 
'J. whilſt obedicace to God and Spiritual en» it 
ed Joyments are Your - buodia and not your |. 
_ recreation and cOMp!acency: By this |: 
therefore do ya. —_— whether you are; 
in- bound for Heaven and crergal Life; yea, 1's 


Or nv, 5 ; 
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3 We come to ſpeak ſomething by way 
i a emtion. And is itfo, that Unſeen 
ſhings are eternal ? then 

{4 1. Take heed of ſowing the ſeed of ſor- 
[ff ow, erief or miſery in the other world; 
or you hc ear It will be eternal» Oh! take 
or yo! any rate of plunging your ſelves uy 
per the unſeen wrath, fury and VENE*211ce 
pf the Great Fehowah ; for you fee it will 
126 of everlaiting duration, You read of 
{ome that treaſure vp for themſelves " rath 
-Jigainſt the day of wrath , and revelation 
a: | {f the Righteons Judgment of God-, Roms. 
[1 12.5, Oh! letnot rhis be the caſe of any 
[ of you, Yea, the generality of Men, and 
{3 mnoſt Profeſſours do walk in the broad way 
I eading to everlaiting deſtruftion , Alazth, 


cer AGES 


' ' their number. And for that end take heed 
+ of hypocrify : forthe hypocrites 1n mw 
Cheap vp virath , Tob : 26. 1:3. Watch alſo 
{againſc eve y ſing for the wages or fruit of 
it 15 - "+ Aur Rem, 6. 42, Getac- 
4: quaintance with the things of your eternal 
peace ; for you End God hinſclf complain- 
ins f, metimes that for want of kuowledg 
his 
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his people periſh, Hof. 4. 6. Fe care Fiz? te) 
be delivered from an vill heart of belies 
for he that believeth not wi.' be Qz3mne 
Mark 16. 16. Die not in 1wpe ©: oy; fois 
rhoſe that repent not will certat” be de 
ſtroyed, Luke 13. 3. Live not ati er the 
fieth ; for he that livethaf er the fleſh rouſ 
die, Rom, 8, 13. Take heed 5f prides for} | 
this goeth before deſts ucion, Prov.it. 154 
Abhor unmercifuineſs and cruelty : z for he 
ſhall have judgment withour mercy, that} 
ſhewerh no mercy, Fares 2.13. Eſpecially* 
negled not the relief of Chriſt in his indigent t 
Members ; for you ſee this is given as the} ! 
reaſon of that dreadful ſentence, that will} | 
paſs on the veſſels of perdition at the laſtj* 
day, Mat.25. 41:42, hy And laſtly dread! 
dil-cbedience to the Goſpel of Chriſt ; for. 
Chriſt will come (ere lons) to take everla Tien 
ing O_ on thoſe that oÞcy not bis: 1 
Goſpel, 2 Theſſ. 18. 1 Sirs, you are in, 
ſcarful dinger z be not in infenſible of 17, 
and do not further it, Live nor in peril gl? | 
eternal damnation : do not make ſure ever- if 
laſting burnings for your ſelves: if you 
would not groan for ever vnger infuppor- jj . 
2 tablel! 
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i table miſeries, take heed of being heirs of 
them. *Tis here that ſinners prepare for 
!! their never ending horror in the other 
! world ; be not you guilty of this tolly and 
noon þ 

And for that end conſider , 

1. That moſt do fow for Hell and de- 
{}! trudion , and accordingly will reap ithe 
i; doleful harveſt thereof to all eternity; moſt 
{are in the broad way leading to the cham- 
ſr! i! bers of everlaſting death z yea , multi- 

*1 eudes of thoſe, that to others ſeem bound 
':{; for Heaven, are certainly bound for per- 
i [1 dition world without ay Oh ! you have 
| 1; need to look about you, conſidering what 
14; abundance miſcarry 1n this aftair : and c&ſ- 
{{] pecially what abundance that ſeem to. bid 
| 4! fair for Heaven, do yet eternally loſe their 
[:/| Souls, There are many that pray and faſt, 
{| and in ſome ſort mourn for and repent of 
| their ſins, and !ive in the exerciſe of much 
i, holy duty ; that yet remain 'a the gall of 
| 
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bitterneſs, and at length groan under the 
:nſupportable wrath of God for evermore. 
'Tis bur a very little flock, even among 

 Profeſſours, that eficcually rake heed of 
i}; the 


51 
the ſeed of Hell, and eternal damnation. | 
Therefore you are fearfully concerned to , 
look about you, 7 
2. You havea wicked nature within you © 
addicted to this Soul-undoing courſe. The * 
hearts of Men and Women are def perately £ 
evill: The ſeed of Hell is in your breaſts | 
already. 'T1s very dificuit for you to ef- !! 
cape the ſnares and entanplements of fin & i 
death through the doJeful propenſity of | 
your Souls to compiy with ehom 2 Tis up- | | 
on this account that the Righteous are) 
ſcarcely ſaved ; and that the belt of Saints * 
have fo much ado to avoid che wrath tot ! 
come. If you are nor very watchful , the ' ' 
evill heart within yor will be your eternal 3 : 
perdition without fail. The iaw 1n your | | 
members will certainly captivate you to /* | 
your everlaſting Joletul prejudice, Oh? }, 
how natural is pride, fleſk-pleaſing and '7 
worldlineſs to finful Man, which are the | 
ſeed of Helliſh miſery ? And how : doth |" | 
carnal inte. eft covertly; ſecretly and In-{ 
tenfibly ſway the Souls of multitudes to | 
their utter deſtruQion ? you are in doleful | 
peril of ſawing for eternal miſery, There- ! 
D 4 fore i 
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1 3, Sorrow,and much leſs eternal cl 
fin the other world, is not deſirable ; tis 
[1 much leſs defirabie unſpeakably than a har- 
| | {{iveſt of miſery , and utmoſt extremities and 
'\calamities here- Yea, 'tis moſt abhor- 
ltrene as the greateſt evill. Alas! what 1s 
hs more dreadful to mortals than fevere pu- 
I {niſhnents ? and what greater ſeverity of 
j {miſery is there, than what is the curſed fruit 
The damneds 
roarings and heart-ſinking lamentation in 


ſ 

ji of ſin in the eternal Ocear ? 

'q 

Kt ':Hell do evidence that their port!on there 
{. 

['f 

x3 
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[{}is molt difinal. The ftouteſt heart will 
'trewble(as the ſinners in Stor are ſaid to 
{}jdo ) when they are to purpole ſenſible 
{what they adventure on by Gn in the other 
| {|world ; and cry, Who among ws ſhall dwell 
|; Pitch devouring fires who among us ſhall dwell 
['s \with everlaſting bur rings ? Iſa.33. 14. De- 
'f [libera'cly none woutd chooſe defirteiion, 
Tl and mich leſs everlaſting ceſtrifton, Sin- 
f 'ners know not what they do, when the 
By [Ireafure up wrath jor their $o1's 77 'he 
| | |/Unſcen world: They little dream that they 
| |. iRore vp ſuch fearſu] and dreadful ſorrows, 
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as they muſt reap when they have icir the 
borders of time, Oh! Sirs, *ctis extremity 
of miſery , or perfeion of calamity, that 
you are now cautioned againſt, Tis that 


; infelicity, which will be the moſt eminentCt 


diſplay of God's hotteſt fury and incigna- 
tion 3 and what can be imagined to be more 
dreadfu!? Be careful therefore at any 
rate tofite from the wrath to come, and not 
ro wake light of it, conſidering how diſmal 
it is, and not deſirable. 

4. You havea better price in your hand; 
you may ſow for Heaven, and. the Bleſſings 
of Gad's Paradiſe. You way lay a foun- 
peacc and glorious 
j0y, inſtead of miſery and diſinal ſorrow in 
the other world, if you will jook about 
you : working out your <alvation 1s not 
impoſahble, Oh! you may live with God 
to your triumphant conſolation, if not 
wanting to your felves, Ard fhoutd ra- 
tional Creatvres negie this Prize, and 
ctoofe aitoniſhing horrour> is Ha PP:nefs 
contemptible, and miſery e licible and to 
be preferr'd before ic? How doletuily 

3 are the wicked and hypocrites in ne- 
ciect ng 
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oleing the Bleſſings, and ſuwing for the 
curſes and calamities of the other world 2 
God forbid, that any of you ſhould be 
guilty of this folly and madneſs, Oh / 


brought to light through the Goſpel, and 
Heaven's Mercies and amazing enjoyments 
are obtainable by ſinfu! duſt and worms. 
You are capable of becoming the Heirs of 
the matchieſs and unſpeakable triumphs of 
the Kingdom of God. And can you imapin 
thac vou ſha!l not dolefully lament the loſs 
of this Price, if you loſe it, and ſow for 
Heil, and iis inexpreſſible miſeries? 

5, Conſider the weight of Unſeen things 
from this conſideration in the DoGrine, 
that they are eternal : And let that prompr 
you to take heed of ſowing for ſorrow in 
the other world. Alas! what ſad preju- 
dice do you adventure Body and Soul up- 
on by ſach a doleful feedneſs ? If miſery 
in perfe@Gion for a ſean were tolerable; 
yet ſurely eternal exquiſite miſery, and un- 
ceTant weeping and wailing for ever, will be 
intolerable: and believe it , 1f you look 
nyt about you, you will haye an eternity 
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(55) 
oftime horribly to lament your ſtupendious 
and amazing folly. Oh! you thatare im 
patient and reſtleſs under Cod's light af- 


. fligion for a ſeaſon here, and that cannot 


quierly bear the pain of the head-ach, 
Gout, or Stone for a little time 3 how will 
you be able to endure the utmoſt revelation 
of God's moſt terrible indignation in Hell > 
Oh! to be howling incredibly a whole e- 
ternicy without intermiſſion, and withour 
ending, how horrible and dreadful is it ? 
If you do not therefore like eternal burn- 
ings and miſery , take heed of ſowing the 
ſeed of 1t, and become not the heirs 


- - thereof, 
2. Take heed that rhe things of time &o . 


not joſtle out your care of Unſeen things, 
Let not this world's concerns cauſe you ro 
negle@ or be mindleſs of the Unſeen world*s 
concerns. This 15 the folly that the gene- 
rality are guilty of : They prefer temporal 
riches before <ternal, and momentany p'ca- 
fures before everlaſting. Let not this be 
the caſe of any of you, Ob ! learn to look 
on al] things here as vanity and nothing 111 
compariſon vf the. weighty affairs Tf 
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(56) 
Heav2n and Heli. Remember you ſhall be 
here but a little while, and ai! enjoyments 
here will be of uſe to you but for a very 


ſhort ſeaſon ; take heed that you be nat _ 


oulled, as the Rich man in the Goſ pel, by a 
fancied {t)icity in Creatu: e-contents, Luke 
I 2.19, CFC. Alas! what is it that keeps 
perſons from the power of Reiigion, bur 
things that are ſeen? what colenech the ge. 
nerality out of their everlaſting hope, but 
t; "nos of time? They cannot live in 
iecl-dea, ' or renunciation of vifible com- 
forts; that .5 ine reaſon why eternal Mer- 
cies are indifit.'n.iy and invkewarly pur- 
ſued; Thinps that 2refſeen have their hearts, 
tat is the reaton why Heaven and Ecerval 
life 15 neg.eftef, Oh! Sirs, take heed of this 
toly n "Joting upon things that are but 

emporal Look upon them as they are, 
trample them under your ſeet in compart- 
ſon o7 the ſtupendioufly mor? weighty con- 
ceras of Erernicy. 7.,ive lik » ſtrangers here 
with weaned aff:&ions from all rerrene en- 
JIyments., 

*Tis certain you will never ſow for Hea- 
ven elſe, you wiil never become the heirs 
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. tian courſe by, concerns here, 


CYF'1 
of everlaſting Bleflings;unicſs you are dead 
the world and fleſhly delights. All the 
portion of comfort and peace you ſhalt 
wer have will be only in this world, unieſs 
you diſengage your Sou!s 
of time, What ever profeſſion you make, 
or how ever any may flatter you, you ſhall 
never vin CHRIS Tor Eternal Life, un» 
leſs you can looke upon all things here as 
droſs or dung in compariſon of Unſeen 
things, Phzl. 3. 8. 

And certain it is, that the ſtronger your 
Faith is, the more you wiil deſpiſe, and 
the lefs you will be impeded in your Chri- 
The be- 
lieving Soul will ccriainly ke a felf-deny- 
ing Soul, Can you bel:cvingly view the 
Glorious and weighty cnj2yments of Hea- 
ven and Hell, and not hav 2 Þf fervaluing 
thoughts and COncelts Of temporai tinoys 
ments? Qh (15 an arcurrer:t Fat yOu &. Eye 
believers, wh !ſt ordinari.y you permit 
earthly conients to rus an frgy. ou, 
Aias ! what prank are ail our ſuUbipnary afe 
falrs, to thoſe : Tired 4 
ment of Sn!.; ? DS LNCY UC- 
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(53) 


count mortals in ſetting ſuch an eſtimation 
on them as they do? And if your Faith 
were itrong,it would be equivalent to ſenſe, 
and have the ſame 1mpreſſion on you. Oh ? 


if you would be accounted Belieyers, and 


conſequently Chriſtians, you muſt flight 
temporal concerns, and ler Heaven have 
chictly your hearr and affection, 

Remember alſo the cloud of Witneſſes 
that have gone before you , that have lived 
like ſtrangers here, and looked upon all the 
contents of this lifeas vanity and emprtinels, 
and trawp.ed viſible enjoyments under their 
feet in piirtuance of the more glorious hope 
before t!_. im. 
no eMartyrs in the world , if there had not 
been fe f-denving Men and Women abroad. 
Yea, there 1s nota perſon got to Glory,but 
what was wortified to the World and the 
Fleſh: All that ever centred G O D's eternal 
Kingdom, did march throv2h the narrow 
gate of crucitixion io the vanities. here be- 
low. And as theygwere acconnted fools and 
mad-Men by the woridiy Wiſe ; ſomuſt we 
expeG to be cenſured,if ever we would fow 
for everlaſting Mercies. - 

AQ 
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(59) 
Add to this, that this is as plain a duty, 
as any the Scripture prefierh, and its ne- 


ceſſity is likewiſeas clear; they are ſtran- 
gers t9 the Scripture , that are ſtangers to 


- 


chis neceſſary Cuty, Tis a woneer that 
any, that call themſelves Chriſtians , can 


_ over-fook To plain a caution as this Is. 


They are moſt paipably blinded by the 
god of this world , that enjoy the written 
Word, and are not convinced that they 
muſt live Jike {trangers here. 

So, how deeply will you repent it, if 
your reſpe& roCreatureconcerns cauſe you 
to loſe Eternal Mercies? When Eternity 
hath opened your eyes to ſee yor - loſs,and 
for what inconſiderable things you have le(t 
everiaſting joy and triumphs, you will dole- 
fully ;ament it; Then you will know that 
Creature felicity was but a bubble, and 
that the higheit and mult: valuable cnjoy- 
ments here w->re but a ſhatow er areain to 
thoſe more ſubtagual and neverfading con- 
tents you have made ſhipnrack of, And 
you cannot now tnagine how Conſcience 
will then atflict you for ſuch grofs folly and 
madneſs : cfpecially wh-n it appears that 
YOULr 
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(60) 
your loſs of. Heaven is irrecoverable , and 
you muſt for ever be ſhut out of the Habita- 
rio of the Blefied : And eſpecially when 


you tind that your temporal felicicy is | 


your eternal bane, and for your ſhort en- 
joyment of theſe fading comforts you muſt 
be miſerable, and roar under God's inſup- 
portable wrath for ever more. The Rh 
man in the Goſpel that here enjoyed his 
g90d things to full content, when he had 
10ſt Heaven and his Soul, and was torment- 
ed in theſe flames that were unquenchable, 
could not chuſe but dolefully repent of his 


madneſs in taking up with, and doting up- 
on ſuch vanities as ht5 portion, Yea, doubt- . 


teſs this doth fl! Hell with roaring,to think 
for what trifles they loſt Eternal Life, and 
purchaſed to theinſelves eternal death. 
Take heed therefore of this deſperate mad- 
neſs. Prefer not in your practical judge 
ments or eſtimation tewporal concerns, be- 
fore eternal:and ſufter nor the things of time, 
to cauſe you to neplett, or be cold or indit- 
ferent in your purſuit after Ever]aiting 
Mercies : rather live like ſtrangers here, 
and trample under your feet all earthly 


En. 
w 4! 


(61) 
enjoyments; that you may be heirs of God's 
eternal Kingdon) , and not be puniſhed e- 
verlaſtingly from his preſence, and the 


. plory of his power. 


3, You that are Godly, take heed of be- 
ing diſcontented or diſcouraged with the 
portion of evil] things here attending you, 
conſidering that your reward 1s eterna]. 
Be not offended with the ſorrows or miſe- 
ſeries way- laying you in your paſſage to 
Glory, conſidering the weightineſs of the 
Prize before you, that will make amends for 
ail. This was the great encouragement the 
Apoſtles had to bear all afliions and fſuf- 
ferings patiently; even becauſe cheir light 
affligions, which were but for a moment, 
did work for them a far more exceeding 
and eternal weight of Glory, Oh! think 
it not much to groana few dates or years, 
that you may eternally rejoyce; be content 
to weep for a ſeaſon, that you may triumph 
for ever: Tea, think 1t no marvel, if a 
Prize ſo glorious and weighty, as Everlaſt- 
ing Life, beattendedwith difficulties, and 


coſt you ſome ſharp, though very ſhorr, 


afflicGtions, Alas! what is worth your toil 
F and 


DOM A-TH..S 


(62) 
ql and utmoſt ſuffering here, if Heaven and 
i its never fading confolations are not? and 
i what wil! uphold , ſupport and keep yhu 


| 
fik ing ſorrows of this life, if the eternal 
'"h weight of Glory, which you have or ſhould 
{/f7 havein your eye, will not? Nay, will you 
not judge your ſelves unworthy of this 
# Glorious Prize, whilſt you capnot patient- 
i ly bear ſmali affli6ion in purſuance of it? 
4% The Marine: and worid.ing will reſoiutely 
{7 paſs through wany a diſinal and perillous 
'* ſtorme for the poor . prize of temporal 
{ /! riches, which they way iofe as ſoon as they 
1; enjoy ;and they w1:l ſuffer much contenced- 
| y Iv inorcer ko the obrainment of thew: And 
{+} ſhould not Chriſtians wuch wore willingly, 
| cheerfully and patienrly endure all con- 
{ ©.&s 1n order to the enjoyment of a Prize 
i -Switely more weighty ? What ſhould not 
| "npe of Everlaiting Life be encourage- 
« 1-uph to undergo and adventure ons 
{| -»»5"you find) in all Ages could 
i, + od rejoyce under utwoſt ſuffer- 
(kf = 1: -2,- of Ecernai Lifez and why 
[HY | | 45 Dn! you thet are Chriſtians, 
WY | learn 


[{; from ſinking under the preſſures and affli- . 


(63) 
learn of the Ypoſtles, learn of the Marty 
and Saints in all Apes patiently to bear tH 
croſſes of this life, which are but temwpCc 
ral; and to glory and triumph in ſuffering 
for CHRIST, conſidering the end c 
them, which is Eternal Life. 
4.. We come to ſpeak ſomething by 
way of Exhortation. And is it ſo, tha ; 
Unſeen things are eternal ? Then | 
1. Becxhorted to get ſound conviRion, | 
and believing apprehenſions of the truth 
and weightineſs of theſe Unſeen things. See : 
that your judgwent be fully ſatisfied about | | 
the verity , and that Vou are to purpoſe : 
ſenſible of the Unſpeakable ponderouſneſz 
of theſe oreat concerns, Alas ! there are but 
very few that do really believe that an eter- : 
nity of ſorrow or Joy will be their portion” 
In the other world; And thereare bur few 
that in any tolerable. meafure are ſenſible? 
of the importance er CO of e£ter-! 
nity. Theſe thiyuos would otherwiſe in-C 
fluegre m_ hears and lives, and þe more”. 


viſt1:- | ther Carrlape and deportment. * 
How eartdrhe 7 careluily = ſue theſegreat] 
NATIOSTINGS | dC: un and convincing 3! 
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if ppreh<nſions of their truth and weighti« Aj 
{11s ? how could they chooſe bur live like ek 
j :rangers here, and in the contempt of all th 
en yomces in compariſon of thefe _ . q« 
[1 hings, if they did indeed look for the re- c 
[4{f relation of them? Could Men endure to Y 
fl pend their time for trifles, or vaniſhing M 
410d fading contents, that knew that ever- $, 
i } aſting life or death would be their portion V3 
[{73;ere long Jaccording to their deportment _ 
j #he re? ſurely no. Oh! time would be more bh 
4 PL:Ecious, and the word and ordinances of od 
!4;:he Goſpel would be more precious, and ak 
!!>etter husbanded , if theſe things were Al 
j oundly believed and to purpoſe conſfider- .. 
{4j2d, Be careful therefore to pet your Fairh di 
[i in theſe affairs ſtrengrhned ; iaborr to be 4 
: oundly convinced, ther you ſhall be :n Hea- O! 
It l ;7en or Hell for ever; and be ſure to under- _ 
[{;#tand and be Gafible of the vw eiphtineſs of wh 
i [theſe things. This is the foundation of all _ 
4 {Religion and practical Godlineſs, You'! FY 
[never 10 purpoſe work out your ſalvation, "Y 
| þ for ! ay hold on Eternal Life, withou: this: =o 
| i therefore ſee to it. 3 
|] 2,. Feexhorted to lament your mou ” 
tohe 
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(65) 
{light care 8 doleful lukewarmneſs in theſe 
weighty afiairs. Lament your heartleſs pur- 
ſuit after Eternal Life, and your lifeleſs en- 
deavours to eſcape eternal death, Lament 
your miſpent time, which might have been 
improved for your everiaſting comforc., 
Mourn over eſpecially your miſimproved 
Sabboths, and golden opportunities and ad- 


vantapes for never ending felicity , which. 


vou have been fruitleſs or unprofitable un- 
der, Oh! let your ſad negle&ts of the things 
of youreternal peace be your ſhame, % pe- 
nitent confuſion, and heart-affliting grief, 
Alas ! what have you more reaſon to lament, 


than your regardleſneſs of eternity*whereln . * 


did you ever ſhew greater folly or madneſs, 
than in your {lighcing this wetghty concern? 
Oh! what a mercy is it that you are not for- 
ced to Jament with deſperation Þy the con- 
vincing light of eternity, what now you are 
called upon to Jament ina day of Grace be- 
fore hope is gone ? You do not know how 
ſoon vou may be compelled ro mourn over 
Your folly inthis affair in Hell,it you mourn 
not over 1t now in order ro your future ad- 
7anage and comfort, And a'as! who 1s there 
E: 3 that 


j (66) 
[it that hath not cauſe enough to be covered 
HEWith confuſion for their mindleſneſs of e- 
;Ternity in the daies of their preſent vanity; 
{x & the inconfiderable preparation they have 
made for their comfort in that Oceay? We 
have coo much reaſon to be aſbamed for our 
[&} dull proſecution of theſe weighty concerns. 
| 3. Be exhorted to make ſure work for 
3: Eternal Lifez and to give diligence to lay 
FEhold on the everlaſting Bleſſings of the Un- 
1 ſeen world. Oh! build firmly for your 
#7; peace and triumph in that Kingdom, which 
. ; will laſt for ever: ſpare no expenſe of time, 
47: ſtrength or coſt in this weighty affair. 
#. Wherever you are flothfu] , unfaichful or 
4h * careleſs , ſee that utmoſt unwearied dili- 
1|; gence and faithfulneſs be uſed here. Make 
| | this the buiſineſs of your daies to fow forF- 
' verlaſting joy & comfort when time is gone. 
1 Yea, ſee that you haveno [Imployment or 
} affair bur what is undertaken 'and manage 
in a duc ſubſcrviency to thisw eighty aftair. 
! Alas! Sirs, what greater builinels have you 
' to mind? what an infinitely glorious prize 
| coth the Unſeen wor'id ſer before you? and 
| how poor and incontiderable are all con- 
cerns 


Le ee a 


DJ 
cerns of time to it? You ſpend your tiine and 
ſtrength for trifles, whatever you purſue, if 
you negled Heaven & Eternal Life. Earth- 
ly Kingdoms and Crowns are but ſhadows 
and vanity to the everlaſting ſubſtantial en- 
joyments of the Paradiſe of GOD, which 
youare invited to ſeeure for your Souls, 'Tis 
2 wonder that the World ſhould have in it a 
rational creature, that can find himſelf em- 
ployment withaut reference to his comfort 
in the Eternal Ocean; the concerns thereof 
are fo infinitelyweighty above allthe things 
of time. Oh; be not you fo unreaſonable, | 
do not you thus negle& your own greateſt, | 
molt neceſſary and moſt glorious mercles. ; 
For periſhing fading contents let not never | 
ending and everlaſting triumphing Bleſlings ! 
be loſt and jzeoparded. Seriouſly conſider | 
the weightineſs of theſe concerns, and ſurely | 
they will influence you to utmoſt faithful-' 
neſs for theaſſuring of them. Everlaſting 
joy or ſorrow what is there here that 1s any 
thing like ir?! Triumphs or howlings for | 
everinore.what on Earth bears any compa: 
riſon to them? If any thing here be worth 
your care or ininding, ſurely eternity anc 
E 4 Its; 
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ts concerns are infinitely more conſide- 
[rable, and ſhould be infinitely more influ- 
jencing, 

The Joyeg of Heaven are Mercies indeed; 
[they are the moſt inconceivable plorious 
''Bleſſings. There's happineſs in perſe&ion, 
Fulneſs of 5 Joy, peace, content and comfort, 
ſivithour a dram of ſorrow, in plory. There 

God is to be enjoy d, who is All in all. There 
ji Rivers of pleaſure, and an Oceaz of the 
I'moſt Soul-ſatisfying goodneſs. So glorious 
#Fare the Bleſſings of erernity,thar eye never 
sf 117 ear never heard, and it never entred 
is jjimro the heart of Man to conceive their 
J {{glory, x Gor. 2, 

3 <©, Theſeare mercies that quite ſurpaſs 
Fand exceed the very thoughts and imagina« 
44:tions of finite Men; ſo unſpeakably do they 
{excel all contents here,and infinitely more, 
if you were capable to ſet your ear at Hea- 
'#yen's door, and could hear the Sonls ra- 
viſhing Songs of the glorified quire in God's 
1s'Paradiſe : If there were but a hole or a lit- 
i Ftle chink, through which you might view 
| Ftheir triumphant Robes, or if by any means 
|} [yon eQuid oct a olimpſe ofthet oyerfiowing 
| con{0- 
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conſolation wherewith they do abound un- 
toeternity ; no temptation will ever be 
ſtrong enough to make you negled or {light 
the purſuit of their enjoyments 3 yea, you 


them, whatever they coſt you, and would 
not endure a diverſion from a faithful pro- | 
ſecution of them. "I 
Add to this, that Eternal Life contains | 
in it an eternal ſalvation from Helliſh wi-, 
ſery ; if you make ſure of Heaven, youſhall | 
notfip of the Lake of fire and brimeſtone, 
wherein the wicked will be tormented for | 
ever. This you are at preſent in danger of; ; 
and this you will eſcape if you become the | 
Heirs of eternal Bleſſings. And what arich | 
Price 1s this, which yet Infinite Mercy en- | 
cruſteth you with? How would the damned : 
in Hell prize and improve it, now they . 
have taſted hel}iſh ſorrows , if the privi- : 
ledg of hope of deliverance were yet before ' 
them? what would they not do or give for 
their redemption from thoſe miſeries? *Tts 
not unlike but you have, or may have, 
all of you, ſome troubles, affli&1ons, croſles, 
pains or miſerjes to groan under here, Ye- | 
Yemption . 
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{4 demption from which you would be willing 
| to purchaſe atithe deareſt rate : And is not 
1} redemption and deliverance fromHell much 
{| more deſirable and neceſſary > Oh! how 
| will you value this mercy, when the Ecer- 
#4 nal Ocean hath efteualiy acquainted you 
with the worth of it? to be ſaved from theſe 
F=&þ ſorrows that are unſpeakable and never 
#' ending is a prize ineſtimable: therefore 
>} ſpare no diligence or endeavour in purfuir 
h Fl of it, 
1 Moreover, remember you muſt and will 
#1 be houſed in Heaven or Hell for ever : you 
454 will unqueſtionably have your portion in 
**11 everlaſting joy or ſorrow : there is no a- 


Wal amazing mer@y in God's triumphant King- 
11} dom s or tie veſſels of amazing wrath and 
7 indignation in unquenchable flames : And 
7 which of you can think of dwelling with 
ip f devouring fire, or of being the fuell of e- 
1h veriaſting burnings, without horrour? how 
1% fhou!d the thouphrs of your dreadful peril 
4 g cauſe you to mend you pace in your Chri- 
I Rian courſe ; and double your diligence, 
| l watchfulneſs and fajthiulneſs, that you may 


inherit 


Fl voiding it , but you will be the veſlels of _ 
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lin 
oP inherit eternal mereies ? eſpecially if you 
uch { conſider the qualitie and nature of that 
10Ww miſery, that otherwiſe will certainly over- 
rey. * +whelm you with the eternity of its dura- 
YOU tion? Remember, miſery in perfeQion will 
1eſe be your inheritance for everinore, if you 
ver loſe Heaven's Mercies and Bleſſings; extre- 
re - | mity of ſorrow you will endure world 
wit without end, if you have no part nor lot in 

; the criumphs of God's Paradiſe. Once have 
viii | <chegate of Heaven ſhut againſt you, and it | 
70U w1ll be ſhur againſt you for ever: and once 
in | 2e plunged into the Infernal Lake where is | 


'23- * weeping,and wailing, and gnafſhing of teeth ' 
of © '* without intermiſſion,and you will be hope- 
leſs of redemption fram it forever: ChriſÞs | 


Dg- 
Ne | loveandblood will be infienificant to you, | 
nd | andall the promiſes of the Goſpel will be in | 
ith | vainto you ; and your day of Grace will 
'e - be utterly unprofitable to you, and have an 
Www | everiaſting period. And oh! Strs,foberly | 
ril | conſider the weight of this adjunct e:crnal 
ri- | and everlaſting, and ſureiy *twill cficu- 
ze, - ally render unſeen things moſt incompara- 
ay | ** blecovou, and make them chicfly infiven- 
it { Ftialinheartand life, Upon ſerious confſi- 
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ſideration you will find eternity weighty the C 
beyond your conceptions, Remember, iz <9) 
notes not only laſting joyes and ſorrows bow 
beyond the account of time inconceivably, neſs 
and not only a continuance of happineſs OD!y 
| and miſery without any intermiſſion; bur Vis! 
$$ alſo an everlaſting or never ceafing perma- | for 
8 nency of felicity and calamity without any * 9er* 
period or ending. When ſinners have been fon 
groaning and roaring in Hell under un- + 
ſpeakable torments as many millions of mil- 
lions of Years as there be drops of waterin #9"! 
the Sea, piles of graſs in the field, ſmall duſt | nal 
in the Earth, ſand on the Seaſhore, hairs on #* Ce! 
m1 Men and Women's heads in the world, and - law 
3 Stars in the Firmament; yet their miſeries, neſ 
4 ſorrows, & calamities are'no nearer ending | NC 
#1 than at the beginning. And when the Saints | flue 
4 have been triumphing in the Paradiſe of WO 
tj God as wany more millions of millions of 
Years, yet ſtil! their joyes, happineſs, and | cel 
triumphs are no nearer expiring than at | Y® 
che ficſt entrance into Glory, As long as | Li 
it God 1s juſt, holy and righteous, that is as | 
ih long as God is God the dainned muſt howl ” "Ion 
it 2nd roar under inexpreſſible miſcries; and | Y< 
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phty the Glorified Saints muſt be ſwimming and 
r, it rTejoycing in triumphant Bleſſings, And 
ows how few to purpoſe conſider the weighti- 
bly, . neſs of theſe things ? If your danger were 
neſs only to ſuffer God's hotteſt wrath, and jofe 
bur his ſpecial love for a million of years 5 JE, 
ma- |for a year or a month, ty part aj 75 conſ= 
any * derable as that Y AU wal! forfeir y OUr rea- 
cen fon coſlight this concern upon the accountof 
un- , any earthly happinefs whatever; and how 
1il- # much more unſpeakably fooliſh will you be . 
"1D ro make light of this concern which is eter- 
uſt | nal, not only of inexpreſſible but incon- 
on + ceivable length of duration? Oh Sirs, pauſe 
nd + («more frequently on the meaning and weighti» 


es, | neſs of Eternity, that the Gotpe]- promiſes 
ng | and threatnings of che Word may more in- 
ics | fluence you, and render temptations from 


of | worldly enjoyments and fleſh;y delights 


of to byaſs you from holineſs not only ſuc- 
d ceſleſs, but contemptible. and whatever 
Xt | you do, be carefu} ro make ſure of eternal 
is | Life, and an eſcape from etcrnal miſery, 

s | 4. Be exhorted to perform every duty 
| - , as foreternity. Faſt and pray, and humble 
4 | yourSouls for fin as for cternal Life, andan 


eſcape 
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eſcape from eternal death, Hear the Word, 
labour to profit by it, as perſons that know 
eternity depends upon it; love and ſerve 
God as for eternity. As Solomon;adviſeth 
Whatſoever thy hand flndeth to do, do it with 
thy might , for there is no work, nr device, 
nor knowledg, nor wiſedom in the grave whs- 
ther thou goeſt, Eccleſ. 9, io. Yet all the 
powers of your Souls on work in every 
duty: for in Eternity you can't amend what 
is amiſs, you muſt then reap the curſed 
fruit of your negligence, ſloth and unfaith- 
fulneſs in duty ; but you will not have op- 
portunity or ability to reform your miſ- 
Carriages in order to one dram of comfort, 
' or conſolation for your Souls. As Zeuxes 
therefore of old was uſed to draw his Pi- 
Gures with ſingular exa&eneſs, becauſe ( as 
he ſaid) he painted for eternity : even ſo 
ſhouid we be induſtrious and exa& in what 
we do, becauſe all is for eternicy. Oh! 
ask your Souls in all your undertakings and 
endeavours , Is this to work for eternity? 
do I now improve my ſelf like a perſon 
ſenſible that an eternity of joy or ſorrow, , 
happineſs or miſery depends upon my o 
en. 
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Vord, fent carriage and deportment 2 Shall I re- 
know , fle& back with heart-ſinking remorſe and 
ſerve repret, or with heart-raviſhing content 
iſeth,. | and fatisfation upon my preſent work in 
with the Ocean of eternity? Say and think of 
Vice, every a&tion, what if this ſhould be wy 
whi- | laſt? what if eternity ſhould ſwallow me 
I the 5 preſently, and bring me to God's impartial 
very | and eternal Judgment? and accordingly 
what with utmoſt vigour and faithfulneſs be 
rſed found in your duty, and the exerciſe of 
aith- | your inteprity in purſuit of everlaſting 
'OÞ- |} Bleſſings, 

miſ> | 
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